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fore asked, why they did not send a larger force, why they
engaged in hostilities, which could only raise the laughter
of our enemies, and why, if they intended war, they diet
not raise an army sufficient to prosecute it ?

An army, my lords, an army truly formidable, is now
raised, and assembled on the frontiers of France,- ready to
assist our ally, and to put a stop to the violence of inva-
sions. We now see ourselves once again united with the
house of Austria, and may hope once more ta drive the
oppressors of mankind before us. But now, my lords, a
clamour is-propagated through the nation, that these mea-
sures, which have been so long desired, are pernicious
and treacherous; that we are armed, not against France,
but against ourselves; that our armies are sent over either
not to fight, or to fight in a quarrel in which we have no
concern; to gain victories from which this nation will re-
ceive no advantage, or to bring new dishonour upon their
country by a shameful inactivity.

This clamour, which if it had been confined to the vul-
gar, had been, perhaps, of no great importance, nor could
have promoted any of the designs of those by whom it was
raised, has been mentioned in this house as an argument
in favour of the motion which is now under the consider-
ation of your lordships; and it has been urged that these
measures cannot be proper, because all measures, by
which his majesty's government is made unpopular, must
in the end be destructive to the nation.

On this occasion, my lords, it is necessary to consider
the nature of popularity, and to inquire how far it is to be
considered in the administration of pubhck aflfiairs. If by
popularity is meant only a sudden shout of applause, ob-
tained by a compliance with the present inclination of the
people, however excited, or of whatsoever tendency, I
shall without scruple declare, that popularity is to be de-
spised; it is to be despised, my lords, because it cannot be
preserved without abandoning much more valuable consi-
derations. The inclinations of the people have, in all ages,
been too variable for regard. But if by popularity be
meant that settled confidence and lasting esteem, which a